


A Meoemorisss.

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the un-
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners. nor sitteth in the seat
ol the scornful.

But his delight is in the Jaw of the Lord: and in his law doth
he meditate day and night.—Ps, 1: 1, 11,

Abel Harwood was born in North Brookfield,
Mass., Nov. 23d, 1814, He was of the old New
England Puritan stock. His mother was a Wins-
low, descended from a brother of Governor Wins-
low of Massachusetts, His Grandfather Harwood
was an officer in the revolutionary war.

He was born on the farm of his father, where
he remained and assisted in the work until he was
seventeen years of age. He was also employed as
clerk in a store for two years,

He prepared himself for college at Westmin-
ster Academy, after which he entered Amherst Col-
lege, where he studied hard and graduated in 1841,
Soon afterward (August 4th, 1841), he married
Mary Day Batcheller, danghter of Deacon Tyler
Batcheller, of North Brookfield. Immediately after
their marriage the young couple started for Shelby
county, Ky., where he tanght school for some years,
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but receiving a better offer he removed to Lexing-
ton, where he was very successful. Here, after a
time, his health failed and he was compelled to give
up teaching. He consequently engaged in the boot
and shoe business, in which he was also very sue-
cessful, and at the end of nine years had accumu-
lated considerable money.

He had oceasion to visit Danville, TIL., in 1852,
and was at once greatly taken with that state. Con-
sequently, the next spring he returned and bought
3,000 acres of prairie land in McLean, Champaign
and Piatt counties. He afterward bought 2,000
acres more, all of which he put under eunltivation.

He removed to Bloowmington, I1l., in 1853, where
he opened an extensive boot and shoe store.

In 1856 sorrow came to his home in the death
of his beloved wife; she leaving five young children.
Two years afterward he married Miss Isabelln D.
Boyd, danghter of Hon. Wilson P. Boyd. By his
first wife he had six children— Mary N., now wife of
George W. Harwood; Lueretia, who died in 1882;
Emma Louisa, who married Wiliam Oscar Cady;
Ellen Abbie, now Mrs. John C. Stevenson: Martha
Frances, who died in infaney; and Ida Flizabeth,
who married William D. Rudy, and who died in
1889. By his second wife there were five children
Isabella Susan, who married Mr. C. C. Staley, and

who died in 1888: Caroline Rebecea. who died in
1862; Francis Abel, who died in 1863;: Wilson
Boyd, who died in 1876.













