Through the Years:  African-American History in Champaign County

Special Millenium Issue

“A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words” by Doris Hoskins

Primary Source Analysis Lesson

Illinois Learning Standards - 

16.A.2c  Ask questions and seek answers by collecting and analyzing data from historic documents, images and other literary and non-literary sources.

16.D.2c  Describe the influence of key individuals and groups, including Susan B. Anthony/suffrage and Martin Luther King, Jr./civil rights, in the historical eras of Illinois and the United States.

18.B.3b  Explain how social institutions contribute to the development and transmission of culture.

18.C.3b  Explain how diverse groups have contributed to U.S. social systems over time.

Materials - 

Millenium Issue of Through the Years Newsletter
Photographs and other primary sources from the Library of Congress:

WWI picture
WWII picture
1960 Sit In
Voting booths
Voting newspaper article
NACW (National Association of Colored Women)
Thurgood Marshall
Order of Integration
Segregated facilities
More segregated facilities
March on Washington
March on Washington – why?
Little Rock 9
Objectives - 

Students will identify and analyze primary source documents

Activities - 

Begin by discussing what a “primary source” might be.  Without getting into too much detail, pass out the worksheet on primary and secondary sources.  Ask students to complete it on their own.  When students are done, discuss the correct answers with them - what is the difference between primary sources and secondary sources?

Construct a large classroom timeline.  Using copies of the millenium issue of “Through the Years”, cut apart the different decades and assign each to a group of students.  (For example, one group gets the 1930’s, another the 1960’s, etc.)  First ask them to complete the photograph primary source analysis on one or more of these pictures.

After discussing the information they were able to get from these pictures, pass out the copies of national primary source documents and ask them to analyze these with the worksheets attached.  Compare and contrast these artifacts in a discussion with your students.  Have them place the pictures and any short descriptions on the classroom timeline.

Assessment - 

Assess students during the classroom discussion and on their analysis of the primary source documents.

Photo Analysis
(Adapted from Photo Analysis Worksheet, U.S. National Archives & Records Administration)

Observe
1.  Observe the photo for 2 minutes.  What is your overall impression; what do you see in the photo?

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  Now, divide the photo into four quadrants and study each section individually to see what new details become visible.  Write something new you see in each quadrant.

	
	

	
	


3.  Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph:

	People


	Objects


	Activities



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Infer
4.  What are three things you might infer from this photograph:

a.________________________________________________________________________________

b.________________________________________________________________________________

c.________________________________________________________________________________

Question
5.  What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Where could you find answers to these questions?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Cartoon Analysis

(Adapted from Cartoon Analysis Worksheet, U.S. National Archives & Records Administration)

Visuals






Words

1.  List the objects or people you 


1.  Identify the cartoon caption & 

see in the cartoon:





title:

2.  Which of these objects do 



2.  Find three words or phrases

you think are symbols?




used by the cartoonist to identify 









people or objects in the cartoon:

3.  What do you think these 



3.  Find any important dates or 

symbols mean?





numbers that appear in the cartoon:

4.  What is the action taking place


4.  Which words or phrases do you 

in the cartoon?





think are the most important?  Why?









5.  List 3 adjectives that describe 









emotions portrayed in the cartoon:









6.  How do the words in the cartoon 









clarify the symbols?

***What is the message of this cartoon?***

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Poster Analysis

(Adapted from Poster Analysis Worksheet, U.S. National Archives & Records Administration)

1.  What (if any) colors are used in this poster?

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What symbols (if any) are used in this poster?

__________________________________________________________________________________

3.  If a symbol is used, is it:


easy to interpret


memorable


dramatic?
4.  Are the messages in this poster primarily: 


visual (pictures)


verbal (words)

or both?

5.  Who do you think is the audience for this poster?  Who was it created to reach?

_________________________________________________________________________________

6.  What does the Government hope the audience will do?

__________________________________________________________________________________

7.  What Government purpose is served by the poster?

__________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Effective posters are unusual, simple, and direct.  Is this an effective poster?  Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

*(optional)  Explain how this poster is or is not an example of propaganda:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Artifact Analysis 

(Adapted from Artifact Analysis Worksheet, U.S. National Archives & Records Administration)

1.  Describe the material from which this artifact was made:  bone, pottery, metal, wood, stone, leather, glass, paper, cardboard, cotton, wood, plastic, other materials.

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Describe how it looks, and if you are allowed to touch it, describe how it feels:  shape, color, texture, size, weight, movable parts, anything printed, stamped, or written on it.

__________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Describe the uses of the artifact:

What would it be for?



Who might it be for?

_______________________________________
_____________________________________

_______________________________________      _____________________________________

Where might it have been used?

When might it have been used?




______________________________________
_____________________________________

______________________________________
_____________________________________

4.  What does this artifact tell us about the life and times of the people who made it and used it?

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Can you name a similar item today?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

***6.  Bring a sketch, photograph, or the artifact you described in #5!

