


























1. President Eisenhower on the possible use of federal troops to enforce the Brown v. 
Board decision. 
 
 
From Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1957. 
(Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1958. 
 
“I can’t imagine any set of circumstances that would ever induce me to send Federal 
troops into any area to enforce the orders of a Federal court, because I believe that the 
common sense of America will never require it.” 
 
 
 
2. From Sherman Adams, Firsthand Report: The Story of the Eisenhower Administration 
(New York: Harper Row & Bros., 1961), p. 339. 
  
(to Republican legislative leaders) “Those who advocate the use of federal troops fail to 
understand that soldiers cannot force the state authorities to keep the schools from closing 
their doors against white and Negro children alike.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



September 26, 1957 – N.Y. Times 
 

U.S. Troops Enforce Peace in Little Rock as Nine 
Negroes Return to Their Classes; President to Meet 
Southern Governors 
School Is Ringed  

Mob Taunts Soldiers--Man Is Clubbed With Rifle Butt  

By HOMER RIGART 
SPECIAL TO THE NEW YORK TIMES  

ittle Rock, Ark., Sept. 25--An impressive show of Federal force cowed racist agitators at 
Central High School this morning, permitting the integration of nine Negro students 
without serious disorder.  

Soldiers of the 327th Airborne Battle Group of the 101st Airborne Division set up a 
cordon around the school. With bayonets fixed on their M-1 rifles troops in battle dress 
broke up small, sullen knots of civilians as soon as they formed.  

At least seven persons were seized by the troops and turned over to the local police. One 
man, accidentally pricked by a bayonet, tried to wrest a rifle from a sergeant. The 
sergeant struck him on the head with the rifle butt, inflicting a minor scalp wound. 
Another man whose right arm was jabbed slightly by a leveled bayonet was subsequently 
arrested when he returned to the scene muttering threats.  

1,500 in School Area  

These were the only "casualties" of the military operation.  

In a city of 117,000 (20,000 of the Negroes) agitators could not draw not more than 1,500 
whites to the school area. The vast majority of Little Rock citizens went about their 
normal business. Downtown was quiet.  

Integration at bayonet point was effected 9:25 A.M., forty minutes after the opening bell. 
An army station wagon, sandwiched between two jeeps filled with troops, drew up at the 
main entrance and unloaded the Negro students.  

Students Escorted In  

Amidst a phalanx of thirty soldiers, six girls and three youths marched up the wide steps 
and disappeared within.  



Tonight federalized troops of the Arkansas National Guard relieved paratroopers from 
guard duty at Central High. The paratroopers remained in bivouac at the stadium directly 
behind the school, and officers said there was no immediate plan for moving them out.  

They said paratroopers probably would be back manning the cordons at dawn tomorrow.  

The relieving units are troops of the 153d Infantry, and come from towns in southwest 
Arkansas. They were not among the National Guardsmen employed by Governor Faubus 
to keep Negroes out of Central High.  

The 153d, commanded by Col. John Beakley, began assembling at Camp Robinson in 
North Little Rock early today.  

Decision to employ Arkansas troops at Central High was based on a desire to have 
National Guardsmen "phased in" on this operation as soon as possible.  

General Walker said earlier today that he hoped that the 327th Airborne Battle Group 
would be able to return to Fort Campbell, Ky., as soon as possible but that the timing 
would depend on restoration of tranquility in Little Rock.  

Gov. Orval E. Faubus was not visible today. His aides said he intended to remain inside 
the Governor's mansion all day. They said he would see no reporters.  

Tonight Governor Faubus said he had "no comment on the naked force being employed 
by the Federal Government against the people of my state." He said he would make a 
radio-television address to the state tomorrow night.  

Meanwhile, about 1,250 white students, assembled in the Central High auditorium, had 
received a lecture on civics by Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walker, commander of Federal forces 
in Arkansas.  

General Walker, a tall, lean Texan who had been a Commando officer at Anzio 
beachhead in World War II, told the students that the United States was a nation 
governed by law and not by mobs.  

Some Leave Classes  

He assured the students they had nothing to fear from the troops. But in solemn voice and 
with steely deliberation he warned that any students who interfered with the integration 
plans would be removed by officers and handed over to the local police. Most of the 
students applauded.  

But as soon as the Negroes took their classroom seats, a slow trickle of students began 
moving out. There were not more than thirty. But an estimated total of 750 failed to show 
up at all.  



General Walker, in his first press conference since taking over responsibility for area 
security, admitted that some minor brushes had occurred between troops and civilians 
outside the school. He said "there will be none when I get through."  

There are Negroes among the troops of the 327th Airborne Battle Group, but none were 
seen among the 350 paratroopers guarding the school today. The Negro soldiers were 
kept out of sight within the Little Rock University Armory.  

The white paratroopers were subjected to taunts and insults by groups of segregationists.  

Shortly after 10 A.M., Little Rock police received a telephone call from a youth who 
warned that a bomb had been planted in the school. It sounded phony. All last night the 
school building had been tightly guarded by paratroopers.  

But when, after an hour, the same youth phoned a second warning, the police notified the 
school superintendent, Virgil T. Blossom. Although the police still regarded the warnings 
as the work of an agitator trying to keep the school in turmoil, Mr. Blossom held 
emergency consultations with General Walker and with Col. William A. Kuhn, 
commander of the battle group.  

It was decided to evacuate the building while a search was made. Alarm bells were rung. 
Students, told it was a routine fire drill, emerged in orderly fashion, remained in the 
schoolyard about thirty minutes, then went quietly back to their classes.  

Soldiers Posted in School  

Long before school opened, Colonel Kuhn had his troops disposed around Central High 
to deal with the mobs. Twenty-four soldiers with rifles were posted strategically inside 
the building. They were to remain in corridors and were instructed not to enter 
classrooms unless a teacher called for help.  

No trouble developed within the school. But for the more than 300 soldiers on cordon 
duty outside it was a day of incipient violence and bitter abuse.  

The taunting started early. A bus driver heading downtown threw open his door to shout 
"all you need now is a Russian flag."  

A woman driver lowered her window to cry "Heil Hitler."  

She could hardly have known that the last action of the 101st Airborne in World War II 
was the capture of Hitler's aerie at Berchtesgaden.  

Occasionally the troops encountered passive resistance as they tried to disperse groups. 
Lawns and porches of houses near the school were favored sanctuaries for hecklers. They 
sensed that without a declaration of martial law, troops could not invade private property.  



General Walker had, in fact, instructed the troops to keep off private property.  

So front lawns in the area were pre-empted at intervals by groups of twenty to thirty 
persons who stared morosely across Park Avenue to the single line of troops guarding the 
school yard.  

At first these groups regarded the soldiers in sullen silence. The soldiers, unsmiling, 
returned the stares. Told to betray no softness, the paratroopers seemed alien and 
unapproachable.  

Later when squads of paratroopers came dog-trotting down the street to push groups back 
from the curbs and sidewalks tempers worsened.  

"You call yourselves elite troops but boy you look like bums to me," cried a scrawny red-
necked man from behind a wire-fenced lawn.  

Loiterers Dispersed  

Troops made their first move against crowds after Maj. James Myers of San Antonio 
ordered a squad to disperse a dozen men and boys loitering in front of a service station 
across the street.  

"Move on out," Major Myers told the group, "Move on out."  

"Can't I finish my coke?" one man protested.  

"Nope," said a soldier leveling his M-1.  

The man threw down his soft drink bottle and stalked away.  

A block east of the school a larger crowd, gathered at the intersection. Major Myers 
picked up a mobile speaker.  

"You are again instructed to return to your homes peacefully," he said. "Disperse and 
return to your homes."  

The crowd refused to budge. Major Myers called for troops. Confronted by bayonets, the 
crowd pushed back on the lawn. C. E. Blake, 46 years old, an employee of the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad, was brushed by a bayonet. He thrust it aside and, according to a 
sergeant holding the weapon, made a grab for the rifle.  

The sergeant struck him on the head with the rifle butt. Mr. Blake started bleeding from a 
scalp wound. Mrs. Blake screamed. Another woman fell over a hedge and screamed.  



Mr. Blake was treated at a hospital. He was not among those who were arrested. But 
another man, also pricked by a bayonet when he refused to move, was spotted and seized 
by paratroopers when he returned some minutes later.  

He was identified as Paul Downs, 38, an unemployed salesman from out of town.  

Apart from the nine Negro students, few others of the race ventured into the school area. 
At mid- morning two Negro youths, one of them wearing a jacket stamped "Rochester, 
N.Y.," were turned away by paratroopers as they neared the school. As they walked down 
a sidestreet, a crowd of white youths started chasing them. The Negroes ran for several 
blocks until they were rescued by a jeep-load of paratroopers.  

Later a Negro delivery boy was forced to take refuge in a house when threatened by a 
crowd. The crowd smashed his bicycle. Soon paratroopers arrived in a jeep and took him 
and his broken bicycle out of the area.  

General Walker had called a press conference for 11 A. M. in a downtown hotel. But the 
bomb scare at Central High delayed his appearance for an hour.  

The general dodged questions on the use of Negro paratroopers and on employment of 
the Arkansas National Guard.  

Asked whether Negro troops would be deployed at Central High, the general said: "They 
will be used in accordance with my instructions."  
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