... Although the treacherous attack on Pearl Harbor was the immediate cause
of our entry into the war, that event found the American people spiritually
prepared for war on a worldwide scale. We went into this war fighting. We
know what we are fighting for, We realize that the war has become what
Hitler originally proclaimed it to be-a total war.

Not all of us can have the privilege of fighting our enemies in distant parts of
the world.

Not all of us can have the privilege of working in a munitions factory or a
shipyard, or on the farms or in oil fields or mines, producing the weapons or
the raw materials that are needed by our armed forces.

But there 1s one front and one battle where everyone in the United States-
every man, woman, and child-is in action, and will be privileged to remain in
action throughout this war. That front is right here at home, in our daily lives,
in our daily tasks. Here at home everyone will have the privilege of making
whatever self-denial is necessary, not only to supply our fighting men, but to
keep the economic structure of our country fortified and secure during the war
and after the war.

This will require, of course, the abandonment not only of luxuries but of many
other creature comforts.

Every loyal American is aware of his individual responsibility. Whenever I
hear anyone saying, "The American people are complacent-they need to be
aroused," I feel like asking him to come to Washington to read the mail that
floods into the White House and into all departments of this government. The
one question that recurs through all these thousands of letters and messages is,
"What more can I do to help my country in winning this war?" ...

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
April 28, 1942




