
Social Behavior Continuum 
 
 

Positive:  Caring/Helpful Negative:  Hate/Violence 
 
 
 
 
 

Life 
Threatening 

Acts 
•Assassination 
•Killing 
•Lynching 
•Genocide 
•Arson 

Acts of Violence 
(Physical Attack) 

•Assault 
•Vandalism 
•Rioting 
•Terrorism 

Acts of 
Discrimination 

•Harassment 
•Exclusion from: 
   Social Privileges 
   Employment 
   Housing 
   Education 

 
 

Acts of Prejudice 
•Avoidance of members 
of another group at all 
costs 
 

Acts of Indirect 
Prejudice 

•Discussion about 
disliked groups with 
like-minded friends 
•Antagonism is 
expressed 
•Rumors and 
stereotypes form 
•Jokes and teasing 

 

Acts of Indirect 
Support 

•Encouragement 
•Acknowledgement 
of accomplishments 
•Willingness to 
work with other 
groups in everyday 
situations 
 
 

Actions of Support 
•Seeking out others to 
develop a social dialogue 
with other groups 
•Avoid associating with 
groups that discriminate 
against other groups 
 

Actions to Alter an 
Environment 

•Create environments 
that allow all groups, 
especially those that 
suffer discrimination, to 
function 
•Working to dispel 
myths and stereotypes 
•Provide material and 
emotional support to 
groups 

Defending 
•Willingness to stand up 
to groups that would hurt 
or discriminate 
•Passive resistance 
against groups that 
discriminate to show 
solidarity 
•Willingness to take 
physical risk to provide 
aid 
 

Self-Sacrifice 
•Willingness to risk 
ones life for an ideal 
•Willingness to risk 
ones own life to aid 
others 

Silence 
Seen as 
condoning 
 

Seen as 
disapproving 

 


