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Madison, fourth President of the
United,States.

Mr. .Harris grew to manhood in
Virgingl, and his family removed to|
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nty, Ohib, in 1833. Tbem
he engiged with one Jamea Foley, to
m F Hams Exi’ms at assist ‘tn driving cattle from Ohio to
- ¥} Lan =.*§.»- .Pa. This experience jed
he Age or Heaﬂ’ 94° Erome to thc prairies of llinois,
T ; ',‘?} bought. cattie to be driven |
: ; : .Bn this occupation he got ac-
? HBAY %ﬂﬁalﬁs %AV} qualn with Iinois lands, and made
: : , y his first land purchase, an 80  acre SR
4 4 tract, about & mile east of the present §
v city of Bpﬂntndd. TLater he sold that, B
Arter lllness of Scareely Hore and 1o 1835 bought 160 acres now ly-
g Tm a Week. ing in the west edge of Champaign K

county. This was the beginning of his
land buylnz He continued i{n the
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il F Harris Exmres at
1he Ag_e, of Nearly 94.
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wno Y,ﬁ an Active Intiuencs in This

West §;
Sunda ,'
Benjamin Franklin Harris, in the O4th
year'of his age.

Mr. Harris bad been but a short
time sick. Throughout the past win-
ter he bad been in bis usual heaith.
In the latter days of April, be took a
cold which seemed to affect his lungs,
and on Sunday, April 30, he took to
his bed. Pheumonic symptoms began
to develop, and by the middle of the
week his condition was found to be
alarming. The seriousness of his

lung me involved. and he passed
aw cefully at the hour already
ata :

Mr. Harris was born near Winches-

ter, Va., Dec. 15, 1811. His father

Fiillam Hickman Harria, whose
fatherf Benjamin Harris and two
brothers came to America about 1728
and settied on the east coast of Mary-
land. His mother waé Elizabeth

Lbecamn! Doily Xadison, wife of James

case increased, until both sides of the -

Payne, a cousin of Dolly Payne, who |

Mﬁlson. fourth President of
UnitedjStates.

Mr. .Harris grew to manhood in
. and his family removed to!
nty, Ohiob, in 1833. Thera

the |

driving cattle from Ohio to
:"‘:_ er,. Pa. This experience ied
cTome to the prairies of Illirols,
the bought cattie to be driven {
";'n this occupation he got ac-
qualn with Iltinois lands, and made
his ﬂm land purchase, an 80 acre
tract, about & mue east of the present
city of Spﬂngﬂdd. TLater he sold that,
and in 1835 bought 160 acres now ly-
ing in the west edge of Champalgn
county.. This was the begianing of his
land buying. He continued fn the
cattle business, buying, grazing and
drivfng,‘t!iem eastward to market, till
e had accumulated consider-
s and had become the ownee
of land in the
ghis county. On June 22, of
. in the log house which still §
stands on the Harris farm, near the |
Rangamon river, he was married to
Elizabeth Sage of Circleville, O.

From that time onward, he devoted §
himself to farming and live  stock, §
and to the last day of his life. there §
was not a year in which he was not
in the caftle market, a seiler and a
buyer. For more than 72 years be|
was engaged in this line of trade and §
no man in the business, east or west §
was more widely known. He was a ¥
buyer and feeder here before there §
# such thing as a Chicago cat-
£3et. Chicago In fact had less |
<10 inhabitants when he began §
uperut in live stock on theae wild @
prairiea, In later years he fed
markefid In Chicago. the heaviest 100 §
head & battle ever magketad in the
country by any oae feeder, and,
far as the records show. in the workl §
Of this achlevement he was aiways §
especially proud, and cattiemen every- §
where to this day refer to it as an f§
astonishing thing. '
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In hig g arly ure on these prairice
todal af} religions privileges  were
very few ¥ The first religious service

ever ha)d in the wext part of this
county was heid in his log house on
the Sangamon. the distinguished Peter
Cartwright being the preacher. Lat-
er he built a charch on his own lands,
and his house was ~for many
veare the hawe and sbeluf of ail the
itinerant pmchers coming through
this saction. He was a  Methodist
ream hiz parly manbond davs and al-
wave z reliable am! liberal contributor
to the support of the church.

In polities he was originaliy a Whig
and Ia' ¢ and ull ‘his death. 3 Repuob-
‘!can. £%4 was pever a poilticiaa, dut
he was{l radicai supporter of the doc
trines of his party, and  personally

kpew ngarly all the early gbiican
worker§] in the state. He ¥as a per
socal fdend of Abraham  Lincoln.

whom he frenquestly entertained st
his bogne. At the poils in this city 'n

1004, jmttﬂerbehada-tbubnnot_
forWBo.ﬂdf.hamtad o

the geutiemen around the poiling place

Mhohdjuttbuasth.nme,

® tesnitly vote for o President of the,
Coited States. His first was cast for
Heary Clay in IS :

It is worth poting that be brought
the frst sawmill {nto the county. the’
first mowing machine, the frst double-
seated carriage and the first reed ot
gan or melodeon. The oid house od
the Harris farm is finished in Wal-
oot sawed out by his sawmill, The;
story of his early  hardships . and
triumphs wou'd Bll*columns. He fre-
quently marketed wheat from his
Champaign county farm In St Louis.
and Chicago, with ox teams. the round
| trip requiring about twenty days, and |
B the price reslized being about 3& a

e bushal,

In 1863 be remoyed to Champalgn
and occupied the house in wiich he
¥ spent the rest of his days.

In 1865 he orgtnued the Fl}'ﬂ \3-§Pr97 2zncey 82d ofion wiksd-adiat Lk eite

cision in buuneaa affairs were as un-

g

ever had been. i

him, Mr. H. H. Harris and Mrs.
Rachel Phillipp. 1le had nine broth-
ert and sisters and of these, but one
M. Jane Smith of Floreuce, Col.,

living. She is about 80 years old. lt
is & notable fact that, of his family,
representatives of five generations
have lived in this city.
¢ Tha funeral services occum'd A the
Harris home, Tuesday at 2

gwannell, J. B. Week
W. Davidson, G. W.
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to business, he never adandoned inter- |
est therein, and his judgment and de- |

erring and ummt as pmmpt as they v

Surviving him are hls wife :nd two
of the nine chﬂdm who were born to §

ducted by Dr. H. H. Onenl.“ formc.:
stor of the local First

l;‘mrch. assisted DY Rev. Chris Ga-

leener. pastor of the ehurch. later-

ment was in the - famny lot in Mt

Hope cemetery. .
The honorary palibearers: Heury!

t National bank,

A nacted with the Fire
ar-wit: G. A. Turell, J. H. Ellwood.
w. R Hidy, J. £. Rankin, Clark th-
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 tesntlr vole for & President of the .
Coited States. His orst was cast for
Henry Clay In IS ,

It is worth poting that he brought
the first sawmill {nto the county. the
l first mowing machine, the frst double
seated carriage and the fArst reed ot
gan or meiodeon. The oid house ol
the Harris farm s finished in Wal-
pat sawed out by his sawmill, The;
story of his early  hardships = and
triumphs wou!d Bl*columna He
quently mrteted wheat mm
Champaign county farm In St Louis
and Chicago, with ox teams. the round |
trip requiring about twenty days, and
the price realized being about ‘30c
bushel :

In 1863 he mnoved to Lhampalgn
and occupied the house in which bhe
speut the rest of his days.

In 1865 he organized the Fl}'At Na-
tional bank of Champaign, and served

his

continuously as’ its president till  his
death. His tarming and live  stock |
operations he conducted from his

bbme in the city.
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generations
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representatives of five

have lived in this city. -
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