f su-.'n‘t:cf: - mm. COPI D>

CHICAGO AND GALUMET HARBORS.

e 5 e e | 2Imteb States Engineer @ffl&,

r 1382.

HLINOIS AND MresI1ssSIPP CaNAL.

1637 Indiana Avenue, P. O. Drawe

CHICAGO, ILL., hugust 28,1399.

Hon.L.®.MeGann,
: enmmissioner of Public Works
Chicago,Tll.

Sir:

¥ have the homor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication

. of M,IB* ending with the remark,-"Any plan that you have to
ont with the health and best interests of the City will

jderation of the City Eovernment &g ., 2Con

offer conaist

recalve the'carefwl cqns
lic Works wili see that T can uot

 surely the Commissioner of Pub
ment with the e¢ity Officials

J P
agalin g::;;ro anything looking to an agree
when agreements with the War Department have nearly aniformly been

~hsld a¢ nothing by them. ‘ .
- : ] () w) tt‘QNl‘ ,
desiring to be,offensive

_ T have only to say, without in anw sense
;y the statement of plain: facts: : r -
1st. The matter of dumping grounds, and dumping in navigable waters,

s entirely in the hands of the Secretary of War,and

1a placéed by Congres

and. That these dumping grounds have been alloved to be selected

by the City Authorities, and afterwgrds established and 1ega1ized by
by a formal proclamation and publicatiqn. ?hey

%hi feoratary of Var
Secretary of Var, porﬁ;»

Ihnnld dot be¢ changed witnout authority of the
!ifhaui préger vtyreaentationc to the controlling au*hority

. Bpd. et €he 0ty without any reference to the controlling Auth-




COPIED)

2.
ority has undertaken to establish new dumping grounds and;ta break and

destroy an agreement by which action contracts as follows are either

made inoperative or made more onerous and costly in execution:

Chicags Mardor............. ...8100,000.00
Calumet River............. ... 60,000.00
Calumet Outer Marbor.......... 350,000.00
Chicago River...... e G 126,000 00

all %.#ich Qre now in course of execution but practically buspendeda .

This action could be Justified only on the plea of emergency to
aavo life, or preserve health, otherwise such an agreement can not
be broken until the conditions stated arise: (lst )The lake Pront Park
dumping ground be made available as a substitute or {2nd)an increased
'pOIIution of the water supply become apparent as sbown by the health
rqcord. Raither of these conditions have arisep. There was a marked
and contimuous and progressive decrease in foul water diseases during
the operation of this agreement, and the lake Park matter is still as
it was in 1897. |

4th. The Commissioner will surely see that either the stand taken
by the Commissiomer of Mealth that these dumplngs are hammf&l for an
,xqéotinite peried is wholly or absolutely wrong, or else the City of
ﬂ&ia&sn is about to perpetrate a colossal crime by dumping all this
deadly stuff into the water supply of Cities of the Mississippi Valleye
Wither this material is speedily oxidized and burned up in the waters
ﬁ#‘ilkt Miohigan i put there 1in pﬁoper quantities and in live water,.
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o¥ the only argument justifying the drainage canal, that the water will
be purified in from three to seven days, or before arriving at the
8t.Louis water intakes is absolutely wrong.

T jubmit to you that this City will pot be allowed by the courts

of this land to apply one rule to itself and a totally opposite rule to

Its neighbors.

I believe that ‘the Commissioner of Mealth in 1887 argued (as pub-
filhad last week in his reply to my first'eoulition"‘scientifically and
'oorrootly in favor of the alongshore dump, T believe today that 99 gut
of every 100 sanitary engineers and physicilans will agree with that
argwment: and say that if there must be dumping in the lake 'and this
City has no poWer to atop it without the action of Comgress), then the
nlonglhoro duﬁping‘grcund, and as closa'insharezas practicable 15 the
best possible solution. !he materiii will be stirred up and submitted
%o ox;diiing influences at every Iignt breeze; 1t'w111 be placéd most
iiltadiifrom the intakes; the deposit may be most closely watched; and
the water intakes will not be subject to pollution. from every point of
the compass, the krréct produced by the application of this hasty order.
Tt is undoubtedly true that organic matter’in various stages of
J' oa1t1on s found on the bottom of Lake Michigan 12 miles out.

Q% haa been found in tho deepest sea dredgings ever attempted. Tt will
 found wherever thers is life, and in probably all water of the world,

ig% possibly the Dead Sea, but that harmful germs cor bacteria in

jagrngzk;-r?ou Chicaga River or elsewhere will live forever in these

| dwnmpingsy or that these dumpings can forever or for any length of
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when deposited in the waters of Lake Michigan sustain such harmful
getms, T denys Tor the purposes Of the Drainage Vﬁrks all Chicage
will side with me in denying it. |

I'hafa to repeat that‘I have 1ittie T cah suggest. '1 can not
make a useful agreement that can not be enforced in the Courts. T would
very muach like to get some binding decision as to what this City. gap do;
and then make the @overnment contracts based on the exercise of the
utmost extent of City authority, with a graded rehate to the United
States il any lqss penalty for doing work here is enforced by the City
against the cdntractafs and the @overnmen£, ™he publie work should be
allowed to be donevand the Pederal Officialsdesire to do it,if at all, |

without injury to your water supply. The fovernment should be aliowed

~ to do what you do yourselves, no more no less. Ve are enforcers and

not violators of the law local and national. One rule can not apply

to you, ausuhnr to the United States, and a third to the water users of

' the Gislaa of the H&saianippi vhlley,- and these rules be subject to

change wishout warning to all interested parties on sudden gleams of
wisdom evéry %wo or three mwonths, that may illumine the brain of the

- head of the Weglih Department.

T may poaothly be allowed to suggest that the ity @overnment
4 thju'unttgr to experts in sanitation; to examine intc the nature
‘these dumplnge, and te recommend the best, safest, and most practica-
'ﬁ%’rdﬁl’iﬂt grounds; so0 that the commercgial intérests'may obtain the

,grqwﬁait natlibla advantage from the money placed in my hands to be
,iuﬂnndalffar their benefit, while at the same %ime the water suypl: m&y
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not be wnneoasaarily exposed to pollutiORQ Tt is evident to my mind

that different diaposition might well be made of filthy dredgings and

of clean material, and in my contracts T have attempted to provide for

such specigl dispositian of Chicago River filth i’ required by the City
authorltiao. Y do npt put any straas on ths "gtirring up" idea of the
®omnissioner of Health, as the material alongshore in shoal water is
stirvred up,turned about,and threshed over by every little breeze, much
- mere completely, thoroughly and extensively than can . be done by a

million dump scows depositing anything.
fhe smells are pscullar to certalin localities and are naturally

_nbjdc}od«tﬁ. but oan.nuﬁ be oaaiiy remedied otherwise than by ventilation,
Citizane will oonplaiﬁ of smells, as some very prominent omes have com-
plained at'an We removal from Chicago Harbor of fog horns,
and ather noiqakaidt 1gatio 5 because they disturbed thefir morn-
ngps,y £ most citizens appreciate the sit omww ‘W}\

M mﬁm o y oud.
‘ alao to ask Which of the water. eribs are lawful structures,
i 1¢a'huﬁ1t in pavigable waters of the United States by authority of the
!vcretary of War, as required by law? T have not found a racord of
uuthority for the fhicage Avenue, Lake Viev, 14th Street or 68th
!%rect utructuret. This question of violation of law has been broubht
&nxs the case by the City au*herities and it is interesting to determine
ﬁ%ﬁ are guilty ot such violatvons\

T also . respectrully request a copy of the official order stopping
1 dnmpins in the Lake, as it ma*nly relates to and affects publie

’%ki in myﬂcharge.
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?haré_is also another suggestion T will throw out. - Ttd”ﬁ will

" be some S,OQo,ooo‘cubic-yards of dredging,in the outew basin, and sous
2,000,000 cu.yds. ét‘the otuer harbor at the moush of the Calumet on
works now authorized. It a bulkhaad 1000 Teet distant from the shore
line were constructed from Park Row to “Uth %treeb, this material now
in sight would fill 250 acres of the enclosed area to a hight of 12
reet;above the present bottom of the lake gr well ahbove the water
level. T¥f placed in such circumstances in a few years, and at not

great expense a magnificent streteh of public park would be available

veduce the depths of water t0 be filled in,and make this scheme more at-
%a:nablé;heroatter. The @overnmant dredgings alone are fiow anmually
sufficient t0 make or reclaim 50 to 75 acres from the shallows of Lake
Michigan. - Snfriciant.@r such material to fill the lake Pront Park
tbe,watér level has already been'wastedw . O0f course the expense of
i}atngwiill,ba greater than that of open lake dumping; and can not'be
e by the United States. '

2 ' Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

Majgr,oorpa orf anineerse

tc¢ the south aid"‘nn without the »bulkhead ,the alongshore dumping will
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