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General: -
I have the honor to submit tha following project Ior tithe
uwenditure ¢f the approprlatlcp made by the River and Harbur Act

gf June 3, 1896, here quoted below, to wit.-

(6.)~ Por improving Chicagoc River, in Illincis, from its

mmouth to the stock yards on the South Branch and t¢ Bel-
"mont Avenue on the North Branch, as far as may be per-
"mitted by existing docks and wharves,. to be dredged %o
"admit passage by vessels drawing sixteen feet of water,
®according to the recommendation of Captain W. L. harskall,
"of the Corps of Engineers of the United Sta
"his report under date of August ninth, ei
"and ninety~-three: Continuing Improvement,

"PBbVTDED That coniracts may he entered imto by ths
'Sec“etarj cf War for such materials and wcr& as may 1
"necessarv to complete the said project of improvement to
*"be paid for as approprl&&ions may from time t¢ time be
b o "made by law, not to exceed in the aggregate $650,000.00
f fil i ngxelusive of the amount herein and heretcfore appropria~
| . "tedo" ;

The"report of Captain W. L. Marshall, " does not "recommend®,
 the expenditure of money in Chicage River other than ccnditianed,
which conditions are not fulfilled. Certain work is gtated to be
in the interest of commerce and navigation, if congre;s think pro-
per to order it dOne, but it was not recommended by me to be done.

Congress has thought proper in this act to direct it to be




' lone,

My estimate of $700,000.00 covered, besides the dredging,
'tdcning the river at certain points and rebuilding docks over 8000
9 l urhar feet. The Act of June 3, limits the work to dredging " as far
| ‘Qluay be permitted by existing docks and wharves",

) ! This dredging in the Report of 1893 was estimated at 1,200,001,

N

) 1 { Mic yards, and this is as near correct now as then, which at 30

per cabic yard will require only $560 000.00 in all, instead or

0,000.00, which latter estimate included the cost of rebuilding some
the river

and widening.at some places, with payment for lands taken, but

1&& no "damages" estimated.

’ [t is the ev1den’c intention of Congress to embark in dredging

*jcago River within the shore line, as evidenced by two consecutive

!
P “f’ #nr and Harbor Acts, and the project now submitted is in accord with

e s
= T .

M intent of the law and not as understood by me " in accordance 11(:.,.

{ho recomsendation of Capt. W. L. Marshall.”

fib
it

'l‘f

th iato with the lowest responsible bidder, after soliciting pro-

I recommend under the law now ih questlon that a contract be

posgks for 30 days by public advertisement for dredging Chicago River,
mﬁa the limits stated, to a depth admitting navigation by vessels
] w I&teet drart, conditioned as required by the Act of June 3, 1896,

kq‘#n 5,

- As far as this contract relates to the present approprza-

Ltion Lr $5D,OOO 00 T recommend that the work shall begin at the Forks

|
'ﬁf t* Chieago River, and be expended on the two branchea in proportmn

tn‘ ﬂ#xr cmrcial importance. Future appmpriaticna to de cxpenacd
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three-fifths on the South Branck until completed, and t10hrirthg on the
ANorth Branch, and then all on the North Branch till the limits are reaéhu
ed. The dredging to be dome on the North Branch is greater in amount,
but the commerce is less, . '
There is already a sum of about $21,000.00 remaihing on hand
from the appropriation of Aﬁgust 17, 1894; applicable to dredging between
’ Ghe mouth of Chicago River and the Forks of the River, which is much

~nere thtn sufficient for the purpose.

| undarstand that it is the intent of the act to prosecute

Ay

"thg work in a progressive and contlnuous manner. and to do no redredging.

The City of Chicago uses the river as a dumping ground, and it is under-

stood thst this practice will not be further allowed; that the United
B%atea will not undertake the scavenger work heretofore done by the
‘Glty, or the removal of this filth so dumped into the 3traam, but

ﬁhtt tha Iavl of the United States relating to dumping ashes, rafusa,
£ilth and solid uatters of all kinds into Chicago River ahall be rigid- .
fl@wﬁﬁgtrt&i&nn& enforced.

On any other basis work done by the United States on Chicago
iver w&ll bo of no avail,

VEry respectfully,

Yonr-oquient#@ervant,‘
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Major, Corps of Engineers.
The Division Engineer, .

Rcrth'ast Divia;on.
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